
!ǎ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴΣ L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 
one phrase seemed to keep getting repeated.  It talked about people handing Jesus over.  
Four times in one day our Lord was handed over or betrayed.  In each case Jesus was handed 
over because people valued something more than Jesus. 

Judas handed Jesus over for money.  It was as though he put on one side of a balance 
30 silver coins and on the other side Jesus.  Judas weighed them both and settled for the 
money.  The Bible tells us the Sanhedrin handed Jesus over because of envy.  When faced 
with the choice of giving up some of their power or giving up Jesus, the choice was easy for 
them.  Pilate handed Jesus over to the wishes of the crowd because he valued his job and 

civil rest more than Jesus.  The crowd valued 
Barabbas and the opinions of the chief priests and 
teachers of the law more than Jesus.  So they joined 
their voices together and had Pilate hand Jesus over 
to the soldiers for crucifixion. 
When given the opportunity to make a choice Pi-
late, Judas and the crowd betrayed Jesus and se-
lected something more valuable to them than Je-

sus.  One chose money, others power, a job, or peers.  In the end, Jesus was handed over so 
many times that finally there was no one left to hand him off to.  At the end He stood alone, 
forsaken, despised and rejected by all.  There it seemed to him that God the Father had 
handed him over to darkness as well.  And in the darkness of Calvary, Jesus handed his spirit 
over to God the Father and died. 

That Jesus should be considered of so little value by the world is amazing.  After all He 
could have stopped the whole agonizing process at any time.  He could have called down 
legions of angels to defend him.  He could have struck Pilate dead or come down from the 
cross. 

The remarkable thing is that He did not stop it.  He allowed himself to be handed 
over.  But the even more remarkable thing is that He allowed that to happen because He val-
ued us so much.  He loved us, even though we at times value so many other things more 
than him.  He loved us so much that He was willing to be handed over himself, rather than 
see us handed over to eternal destruction.  He offered himself as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ άIŀǾŜ ǿŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻƻΚέ  WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ 
given into our hands in the same way he was in the hands of Judas or Pilate, but his Word 
and Sacraments have been given over to us.  Jesus has not been given into our hands, but 
ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ά!ǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴȅ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ 

²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴƘŜŘǊƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ 
Jesus over but each day we are faced with choices about what we will do with Jesus and the 
gifts He gives.  It is my prayer that instead of handing Jesus over, we hand ourselves over to 
him as willing instruments to do His will.  May the message of his great love cause us to real-
ize that Jesus truly is our priceless treasure so that we value nothing in this world more than 
Him.   
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Received by transfer:    

Gregory & Charity Szilagyi and children Logan and Kendrix from Zion, Bay City 
 

Transfer to other LCMS Congregation:  

Jennifer Babcock and children Megan Keenan, and Nicholas Babcock  

 to Messiah, Bullock Creek 

Irene Stange to Grace Lutheran Church, Fairgrove, MI 

 Brian Horning to Grace Lutheran Church, Sandy, UT 
 

By release to other Lutheran Churches  

Michelle Harris to Trinity (WELS) Bay City, MI 

Membership changes (January and February):  
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Palm Sunday, March 28 at 9am 

Maundy Thursday , April 1, Communion Service at 7pm  

Good Friday , April 2, at 9am & 7pm  

Saturday April 3 , an Easter Vigil will be held, beginning at 7pm     

Easter Day : Sunrise Service at 7am & Festival Worship at 9am  

    (Family Bible Hour will be held at 10:15am)  
 

The youth will be hosting a continental style breakfast between services on Easter 

Day.  We hope you can join us! 

Holy Week (March 28-April 3) services  

Call Meeting:  On Sunday, February 21, 2010, a special meeting was held for the purpose of extending a call for an 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship.  Having called on the Lord our God for guidance in the exercise of the authority 

with which He has vested His church on earth, it was decided to call the Reverend Daniel James Gadbaw, of Decatur, 

Indiana to the position of Associate Pastor of Discipleship of Zion Lutheran Church of Auburn.  
 

Pastor Daniel Gadbaw has been serving for four years as the associate pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Decatur, 

Indiana.  Pastor Gadbaw was born Chicago, Illinois and is 34 years old.  He is a 1998 Graduate of Concordia Univer-

sity, Ann Arbor and a 2003 Graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.  He has been married for 8 

years to his wife Elizabeth and they have no children.  His wife is a Lutheran School Teacher presently teaching at 

St.Peter-Immanuel Lutheran School, Decatur.   
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ DŀŘōŀǿ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭΦ 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship  
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You can help beautify the sanctuary for Easter by purchasing an Easter 

plant.  Your plant can be placed in memory or in honor of a loved one.  

The list of memorials will be included in the Easter Day bulletins.  The plants that you order will be 

used in the church for the Easter Worship services and then will be yours to take home after the late 

worship service. 

Order your plants by filling in the order blank below and include a check made payable to Zion.  

Please remember what kind of plant you order and take that plant on Easter, so that everyone gets 

what they wanted.  Place the filled out form and check in the offering plate or drop it off at the 

church office, no later than March 15 .  Price is $ 11.00 for each plant.  

 

YOUR NAME:__________________________________  

 

Lily___ Tulip ____Hyacinth____ Daffodil ____  TOTAL COST $______  

 

MESSAGE TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  

  

In loving Memory of_______________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________  

 

Orders must be received by March 15 . 

Easter Plants 

On the night of his betrayal, Jesus told his disciples ñWatch and prayò (Mt. 

26:40).   With the Lordôs words in mind, on Good Friday, April 2, we will be conducting a 

twelve hour prayer vigil at Zion.    It is our intent that through the hours of 7 a.m. ï 7 

p.m.  there will be people continually at prayer in  our sanctuary.  We are asking that 

members volunteer to come to the church and pray for a half hour or an hour.    Along 

with the various needs and concerns that are on the hearts of those praying, we are par-

ticularly asking that it be a time of prayer seeking Godôs blessing upon our congregation and imploring His 

guidance for Zionôs future.  Prayer aids will be available during the Vigil for those desiring to use them.   

 You can be a part of this event in several ways: 1) Pray now that this vigil will be time for those 

who participate to draw nearer to the Lord and that in answer to our prayers God would lead our congre-

gation in a way that is pleasing to Him. 2) Commit to being a part of the vigil by signing up for a time slot 

in the church narthex. 3) Come and pray on Good Friday.  If you have specific concerns that you would 

like to have lifted up in prayer during this time of vigil please make those known by completing a prayer 

request form or contacting the church office.  

 Jesus said:   ñAsk and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door 

will be opened.ò  Matthew 7:7-8 

Prayer Vigil  



The 2010 season grass cutting bid form and bid specifications documents are 

now available in the church/school office.  Any one wishing to submit a bid 

please review the revised bid specifications and submit their com-

pleted bid form to Greta by March 28, 2010.  All bids will be re-

viewed on March 30, with the successful bidder being notified 

that evening.  

Relay for Life  

Lawn Mowing 
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Our March 9 meeting will include a program presented by our favorite 

group:  THE  JOLLY HAMMERS AND STRINGS.  Meeting time is still 

12:30, and be sure to put an extra bean in the pot since we will be feeding 

our guests as well.  See you there. 

Anyone interested in joining the Zion Relay for Life Team to help raise 

money to fight cancer?  The Auburn Area Relay for life will be held at the 

Williams Township Park on Saturday, June 26th!  If you are interested, 

please call Stacey Kruger at 662 -2248.  In addition to walkers and/or 

runners we will need support people to provide food, beverages and moral 

support.   
 

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life is a life -changing event that gives everyone in communi-

ties across the globe a chance to celebrate the lives of people who have battled cancer, remember 

loved ones lost, and fight back against the disease. At Relay, teams of people camp out and take 

turns walking or running around a track or path. Each team is asked to have a representative on the 

track at all times during the event. Because cancer never sleeps, Relays are overnight events up to 

24 hours in length.  
 

Anyone who is a cancer survivor is strongly encouraged to join us ñthis is for you, there will be spe-

cial recognition for you.  We have all been affected by this terrible disease, letõs join together to 

help find a cure!  

Senior Members 

wii tournament  

Save the Date for a wii Tournament on March 20th at 6pm.  

New games, new faces, good times!  More details to follow!  
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
RELIGIOUS & CHARITABLE ENDOWMENT FUND  

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2009  
 

EDWARD JONES MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT  
 

Opening Balance January 1, 2009        $ 3,976.19 
 

 INCOME: 
  Interest/Dividend Income:  
  Lord Abbett Bond Debenture A   $ 457.32 
  Putman High Yield Trust Cl A   $ 413.04 
  Money Market Account    $ 2.33 
   Total Interest/Dividend Income    $ 872.69 
 

 Other Income:  
  Member Donations & Memorials  $ 35.00 
  Life Insurance Policy    $ 334.50 
   Total Other Income     $ 369.50 
 

    TOTAL INCOME       $ 1,242.19 
 
EXPENSES: 
  Distributed Requests:  
  Habitat for Humanity    $ 400.00 
  Most Ministries     $ 400.00 
   Total Distributed Requests    $ 800.00 
  Other: 
  Life Policy Premium $ 334.50 
   Total Other:      $ 334.50 
 

    TOTAL EXPENSES      $ 1,134.50 
 
Ending Account Balance December 31, 2009       $ 4,083.88 
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
RELIGIOUS & CHARITABLE ENDOWMENT FUND  

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2009  
 

Lord Abbett Bond Debenture A Fund  
Fund Balance January 1, 2009      $ 5,839.77 
Dividends Earned for 2009      $ 457.32 
Dividends Transferred to Edward Jones Money Market   $ (457.32) 
Increase/(Decrease) in Fund Principle     $ 1,254.82 
Fund Balance December 31, 2009     $ 7,094.59 

 

Putnam High Yield Trust Cl A  
Fund Balance January 1, 2009      $ 4,183.69 
Dividends Earned for 2009     $ 413.04 
Dividends Transferred to Edward Jones Money Market   $ (413.04) 
Increase/(Decrease) in Fund Principle     $ 1,384.37 
Fund Balance December 31, 2009     $ 5,568.06 

 

Church Extension Fund  
Fund Balance January 1, 2009      $ 22,053.35 
Interest Earned for 2009       $ 773.42 
Fund Balance December 31, 2009     $ 22,826.77 

 

Edward Jones Money Market  
Balance January 1, 2009       $ 3,976.19 
Income        $ 1,239.86 
Less Expenses        $ (1,134.50) 
Interest Earned for 2009       $ 2.33 
Ending Account Balance December 31, 2009    $ 4,083.88 
 

Total Interest & Dividends Earned in 2009     $ 1,646.11 

Following is a revised year end report from the Endowment Committee for 2009 : 
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2-Day Scrapbook Crop at Trinity Monitor on Friday, March 12 th from 5p.m. -11p.m., 
and Saturday March 13th from 9a.m.- 9p.m.  Dinner on Friday, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday, and beverages provided. Come both days for $55, Friday only $25, or Satur-
day only $35.  Contact Jeanine Pfundt @ 662-7972 / jpfundtcnm@yahoo.com or 
Patsy Weiss @ 686-2269.  Proceeds go to the 7th & 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. 
in 2011. 

Zion Lutheran Church and School will have an entry in the St. Patrickõs Day parade 
in Bay City on March 21.  The parade is at 2pm and line up starts at 12:30pm.  We would 
like to have as many people/children as possible to come support our school, please be 
dressed in a ZION uniform or Zion logo-wear of your choosing.  There will be 2 truck beds 
available for those who cannot walk the whole route.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
those in the weight loss challenge to get those exercise points, AND the beaver will be 
there!  For more details or questions, call Stacey Kruger at 662-2248 

32nd Annual FISH FRY on Friday, March 12, 2010 from 4:30-7pm at Grace 

Lutheran School Gym (Corner of Ruth & Price St in Auburn).  

All you can eat fish with homemade trimmings.  Take 

outs are available.  

Adults and take outs are $9ñSeniors are $8.50ñAges 5-

11 years are $4.50ñchildren under 5yrs. old are free.  

ATTENTION:  All locks have been changed in the church and school build-

ings.  A huge thank you to Locksmith Ken Weidman of Bay City who donated 

well over 15 hours of his time to re -key our buildings!!  Thank you also to 

Chuck Datte, Russ Buechler, Andy Diehl, Roy Kohn and Bill Arndt who 

worked to help Ken with this project.  If you are a current officer of our con-

gregation and you have not received your key replacement , please contact the church of-

fice between the hours of 7:45am and 3:45pm to replace your existing key.  Everyone else 

who has a key to one of the buildings, may discard them, as they will no longer work.  

Thank you for your cooperation.   Zion Trustees.  

Thank you to for your generous sup-

port of our congregation.  We have 

reached our goal of raising $22,960 for the Thrivent Chal-

lenge Grant.  Watch for more details concerning the 

Thrivent Choice program in the near future.   

mailto:jpfundtcnm@yahoo.com


Valley Lutheran High School  

Look at 

whatõs 

happening 

at Valley!  
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Antique Show -  Valley Lutheran High School will be the location of the Saginaw Valley Antique 

Societyôs annual Antique Show on Saturday March 6th from 9am ï 4pm. VL Parent Organization 

who is sponsoring the show will host a luncheon from 11am ï 1pm. Admission for the Antique 

Show is $3 and offer two free verbal appraisals with paid admission.  Proceeds are designated for 

the 21st Century Classroom Initiative. 

Coach needed at Valley Lutheran: a shot put/discus coach this spring to work with an excel-

lent group of young throwers.  Please call Head Track Coach Jon Frank at 284-9008 if you would 

like to apply for this position or email Kurt Hofmeister at khofmeister@vlhs.com for more infor-

mation.ò 

Baseball Clinic at Valley Lutheran High School on March 27 (ages 12/14) and March 28 

(ages 8-11) from 1 -5pm each day.  Cost is $15 per day.  Please call 790-1676 or email khofmeis-

ter@vlhs.com for more details.  Also, check our website for registration forms. www.vlhs.com 

Congratulations to the following Valley Lutheran High School Stu-

dents on their academic achievements for the second quarter: 

 

3.7+ GPA     3.25 GPA 

Kristy Brandt (12)    Elizabeth Wegener (11) 

Devon Roth (12)    Emily Brandt (10) 

Nicole Egeler (10) 

Julia Behmlander (9) 

Madison Diehl (9) 

Carly Peil (9) 

On Thursday, February 18, Zion had its annual Spelling Bee.  Con-
gratulations go to runner -up Megan Koch and winner Skyler Kruger.  Way to 
go, Skyler! 

The Lutheran Schools of Bay and Midland Counties will again hold their 
annual bees.  The 7th and 8th Grade Students will have their competition on 
Thursday, March 11th at 7:00 PM at Zion Lutheran School in Bay City.  Megan 
Koch will be our 7th grade representative with Madison Laney as the alternate.  
Dallas Hearit will be our 8th grade representative with Patrick Morand as the alternate. 

The 5th and 6th Grade Students will have their competition on Thursday, March 18th at 7:00 
PM at Immanuel School in Bay City.  Hannah Bohlinger will be our 5th grade representative 
with Skyler Kruger as the alternate.  Jarrett will represent the 6 th grade with Ellen Morand as 
the alternate.  
Come and support our students! 

Zion Spelling Bee News  

mailto:khofmeister@vlhs.com
mailto:khofmeister@vlhs.com
mailto:khofmeister@vlhs.com
http://www.vlhs.com/
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Believe in Excellence!   The Zion Lutheran Board of Christian Day School has chosen Believe in 
Excellence as a theme for Zionôs future.   We are looking forward already to the 2010-2011 school year and 
planning for a new year of excellence for the children of Zion Lutheran Church and the community.  

We believe in equipping students with the tools they need to live a fulfilling and successful life.  Zion 
Lutheran School teaches them to believe in excellence, to believe in a bright future, to believe in the love of 
Jesus Christ, and to believe in themselves.  We believe school is about more than just sports and academics.  
At Zion we believe that school is about preparing children for life by teaching them to believe in a future full 
of possibilities and in their own potential.  

On Friday evening, March 12, Zion will host a free dinner for all parents and children of Zion Lutheran 
School.  The dinner will be held in the gymnasium and will begin at 6:00 pm.  The purpose of the dinner will 
be to celebrate our schoolôs excellence and uniqueness.  In addition, we will be inviting all people in our 
church and community who do not send their children to Zion Lutheran School to see the experiences chil-
dren and families have in our school and church.   

The dinner will be prepared by Mrs. Norma Jean Koch, our school cook.  The dinner will begin at 6:00 
pm.  The menu for the dinner will include roast beef, roast turkey, mashed potatoes, buttered noodles, corn, 
green bean casserole, fresh vegetables, dinner rolls, and a dessert.  A brief program will follow.  Children will 
then be able to lead their families on a tour of the building as the hallways and classrooms will be decorated.  
The children in grades five through eight will also have their science fair projects on display in the cafeteria.  

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year will be begin in early March.  Parents will have the oppor-
tunity to register their children for grades Kindergarten through grade eight.  In addition, parents may regis-
ter children for the Preschool three and Preschool four programs.  Information for registration will soon be 
made available.  Please call the school office if you have questions. 

 

Lutheran Schools Week  
 Each year all Lutheran Schools in the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod celebrate a week together call 
Lutheran Schools Week.  The theme of the celebration for 2010 is ñSecuring Each Childôs Future ï For a Life 
of Service.ò  Zion Lutheran School has chosen ñA Life of Serviceò for our entire school year.  Our celebration 
will begin on Saturday, March 6 and last through Sunday, March 14.  Please note 
the special events planned for the week and join the children in celebrating the 
uniqueness of Lutheran Schools. 

Lutheran Schools Week Calendar, March 7 -13, 2010 
ñSecuring Each Childôs FutureðFor a Life of Serviceò 

 

Sunday, March 7:  PS and Kind. sing in the 9am worship service 
Monday, March 8:  Summer Wear Day 
   Teacher switch for a class day 
Tuesday, March 9:  Pajama Day 
   Special Reading Day and Movie w/popcorn in the afternoon 
   Giveaways at Breakfast 
Wednesday, March 10:  Hat Day 
   LSW Worship for K-4th grade at Immanuel, Bay City 9am 
   Soup Supper 5pm 
   Lenten Worship 7pm 
Thursday, March 11 : Bring a Fuzzy Friend to School 
   LSW Worship for 5-8th grade at St. Johns, Midland 9am 
   Faculty vs. 7th & 8th grade Volleyball Game at 2:30pm 
   Bay-Mid Spelling Bee for 7&8th grade at Zion, Bay City 7pm 
Friday, March 12: Wear your Zion clothing!  Be proud of your school! 
   All school Dinner 
Sunday, March 14: Grades 1-8 sing in the 9am worship service 

Believe in Excellence!  



Have you heard 

the news?!  

There may be 

new playground 

equipment in the 

works at 

Zion!  TEAM As-

sembly is trying 

to raise the re-

maining funds 

needed to re-

place our play-

ground!  There 

are MANY rea-

sons this new equipment 

would be beneficial to 

Zion, including the fact 

that the new playground 

would meet the latest 

safety standards. 

 

There has been research 

done on different possi-

bilities and different com-

panies and the new play-

ground that has been 

voted on by TEAM will be 

purchased through Mira-

cle Recreation of Michi-

gan.  The cost of this 

equipment is estimated at 

$25,000.  We know this 

number looks huge, but 

TEAM has $16,000 com-

mitted to this project!!  

With your help, including 

donations from the Santa 

Store and the Endowment 

Fund we are getting 

there.  

With your con-

tinued help we 

are hoping to 

keep the fund 

raising activi-

ties to a bare 

minimum.  Our 

goal is to raise 

the remaining 

funds before 

the end of the 

school year as 

we are hoping 

to purchase 

and install this new play-

ground before school 

starts in the fall.  A 

ópictureô of what our new 

playground will look very 

similar to can be found 

below or on the bulletin 

board by the front of-

fice.  If you have any 

questions please do not 

hesitate to contact a 

TEAM representative or 

attend a TEAM meeting!!!  

EASTER EGG HUNT! 

ATTENTION!  ATTENTION!  Read all about it. . . .  

TEAM 

Assembly is 

trying to 

raise funds 

needed for a 

new 

playground!  
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TEAM Assembly is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt on  
 

Saturday April 3, 2010 at 11am at the Pavilion 
 

For Preschool thru 5th grade. 

There will be candy, Prizes and more! 

Bring your baskets, and join us! 


